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The Ohio
University
Student
Research
and Creative
Activity Expo has been
held at Ohio University for
the past 13 years. On April
14th, 2016, the Convocation
Center opened its doors
to more than 600 students
to feature roughly 500
projects related to a variety
of activities performed at
the university, ranging from
film making and theater
to medicine, biology and
astrophysics.
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EDISON BIOTECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE
STUDENTS ARE WINNERS OF THE THE
OHIO UNIVERSITY STUDENT RESEARCH
AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY EXPO 2016
FOCUS · SILVANA DURAN-ORTIZ

The Ohio University Student
Research and Creative Activity
Expo, or the “Student Expo” as it
is called with affection by students
and professors at OU, has been
held at Ohio University for the past
13 years. On April 14th, 2016, the
Convocation Center opened its
doors to more than 600 students to
feature roughly 500 projects related
to a variety of activities performed
at the university, ranging from film
making and theater to medicine,
biology and astrophysics.
Students that presented at the
Student Expo could participate in
competitive judging sessions to
win awards in different categories,
including the Ohio University
Student Research and Creative

                                   

Activity Expo, the Diabetes Institute,
and the Edison Biotechnology
Institute among others. Winners
received up to $200 for first
place and $100 for second place.
From EBI, five students received
awards in different categories. Two
undergraduate students, Cody
Wilson and Nicole Brookes won
four and one awards respectively
for their research on the effect of
growth hormone in adipose tissue
fibrosis and fibroblast growth factor
1 levels. In terms of the graduate
students, Katie Troike from Dr.
Berryman’s lab won three awards
for her research on the effects of
growth hormone in adipose tissue
browning. From Dr. Kopchick’s
and Dr. Wu’s lab, Reetobrata
Basu won four awards including
the “People’s Choice Award”. His
research focuses on the effect of
growth hormone receptor inhibition
on melanoma cells. Finally, Xuan
Wang from Dr. Chen’s lab won first
place for her research in cancer
cells and the importance of ATP in
drug resistance.
All presenters are shown on page
5 to 6.

Congratulations to the winners!
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ENDO

NEWS · JONATHAN YOUNG                                  

Members of the Kopchick lab
in the Edison Biotechnology
Institute recently attended
the 98th Annual Meeting
of the Endocrine Society
(ENDO 2016) from April 1-4 in
Boston, Massachusetts, joining
over 9,000 attendees at the
largest global endocrinology
conference. Dr. Darlene
Berryman, Dr. Ed List, graduate
students Reetobrata Basu,
Brooke Henry, and Jonathan
Young, and undergraduates

Grant Gase, Jesse Kowalski,
and Nicole Brooks presented
their research at the conference.
The students gave poster
presentations, while Dr. List
gave an oral presentation titled
“Lifespan Data from Multiple
Tissue-Specific GH Receptor
Gene Disrupted Mouse Lines
Indicate That Removal of GH
Action in Adipose Tissue Is
Detrimental to Aging, While
Removal in Muscle or Liver Is
Not” and Dr. Berryman gave

an oral presentation entitled
“Growth Hormone Effects on
Adiposity, Metabolism, and
Aging”. The ENDO conference
allowed EBI scientists to present
their research, discuss it with
other scientists, and expand
their knowledge in the field
of endocrinology. The group
enjoyed their time in Boston
and were even able to spend
some extra time in the city due
to a snowstorm on the last day
of the conference.
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AACR
MEE TING
2016
NEWS · XUAN WANG                                  
The 2016 American Association
for Cancer Research (AACR)
Annual Meeting was held
April 16-20, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. The meeting
highlighted the latest, most
exciting discoveries in every

area of cancer research and
provided a unique opportunity
for investigators from all over
the world to meet, interact,
and share their insights.
This year’s meeting theme
- “Delivering Cures Through

Cancer Science,” reinforced
the inextricable link between
research and advances in
patient care. “There is more
brain power in this room than
exists in many countries. And we
need you.” Conveyed by Vice
President Biden who addressed
the cancer community at the
AACR Annual Meeting 2016,
“You’re the very best we have.”
Dr. Shiyong Wu, Director of
Edison Biotechnology Institute,
Professor at Chemistry and
Biochemistry, Ohio University;
Dr. Xiaozhuo Chen, Associate
Professor at HCOM, Ohio
University, along with their
teams attended this meeting
and presented their novel
discoveries in cancer research.

The photo from left to right:
Yanyang Cao, Dr. Shiyong Wu,
Xuan Wang, and Dr. Xiaozhuo
Chen.
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MITOCHONDRIA
WORKSHOP
NEWS · KEVIN FUNK                                  
Many researchers at EBI and OU
have been making great progress
in mitochondria research with
the help of the new Seahorse
Analyzer purchased jointly by
EBI and the Diabetes Institute.
Dr. Wu suggested that we should
host a mitochondria workshop so
that we can share our knowledge
and skills, and encourage further
research and collaborations.
After a month of planning and
coordinating schedules, Kevin

Funk organized an agenda for
the day of January 20th, 2016.
Seahorse Bioscience, a part of
Agilent Technologies, hosted a
morning training demonstration
on using the analyzer (with the
help of EBI’s Misako Hata),
and sponsored a pizza lunch
for everyone. In an afternoon
colloquium, 5 researchers from
around OU gave a series of
short presentations about their
research on topics ranging from

the study of natural Chinese
remedies to reengineered
scorpion toxins that target
mitochondria. Despite wintery
weather, many researchers
attended and were able to share
ideas and also consult with the
representatives from Seahorse
Biosciences about new assays.
Thank you to all that helped,
organized, gave presentations,
and attended the event.
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BIO IN OUR BACKYARD AND
NETWORKING RECEPTION
– SOUTHEAST OHIO
EVENTS · YANRONG QIAN
On April 7th, 2016, a BioOhio event
was held at the Ohio University
Innovation Center.
John Lewis, President & CEO
of BioOhio, presented the Ohio
Bioscience Growth Report as it
relates to southeast Ohio. This
report is published by BioOhio
to communicate the progress of
Ohio’s bioscience industry and
research endeavors, from ideation
and commercialization, to expansion and attraction, using the latest
data available. The report is also

                                   

meant to serve as an educational
tool to inform the public about
the bioscience industry in Ohio.
Also, Mr. Lewis joined with other
regional bioscience leaders for a
Q&A session.
Jennifer Simon, BioOhio Board
Member and Director, Ohio
University Innovation Center
hosted this event. Dr. Joe Shields,
Vice President for Research and
Creative Activity and Dean of the
Graduate College, Ohio University
gave an inspiring speech about the

current development of research
activities at Ohio University.
Geoffrey Morgan, BioOhio Board
Member and Vice President,
General Manager of Quidel discussed current trend of increasing diversity of bioscience teams in
Quidel. Other CEOs and members
from local bioscience companies
and professors and students from
EBI, attended this event. This
was a great opportunity to learn
about the bioscience industry, ask
questions, get answers, and meet
others in the region and beyond.

John Lewis, President & CEO
of BioOhio, with Dr. Shiyong
Wu, Director of EBI, Professor
of Chemistry, Dr. Jeff Wiseman,
Executive in Residence, EBI, Dr.
John Kopchick, Distinguished
Professor & Goll-Ohio Eminent
Scholar,EBI&Dept.ofBiomedical
Sciences, HCOM, Dr. Darlene
Berryman, Director of Diabetes
Institute, Professor of Food
Science and Nutrition, and other
professors, staff, postdocs and
graduate students from EBI.
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GRANT
INFO

HCOM RSAC
Award

HIGHLIGHTS · LINGYING TONG                                    
I-Corp@Ohio
Business grant

Project title: Anti-cancer
GLUT 1 Inhibitors
PI: Steve Bergmeier; Co-PI:
Xiaozhuo Chen
Award amount: $15,000
This project is for obtaining
training in setting up a
start-up company and building
business connections within
Ohio and nationwide, while
identifying business entities
interested in proprietary
anticancer technology.

American Cancer
Society

Project title: The role of
carnosol in reducing skin
cancer development and
progression
PI: Lingying Tong
Award amount: $163,500
This project studies the effect of
carnosol (a natural compound)
on UVB-induced skin damage,
skin cancer carcinogenesis and
progression.
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Project title: Inhibitory activity
of α-PGG/TGQ in insulin
secretion in pancreatic islets
and cells
PI: Xiaozhuo Chen;
Co-PI: Aili Guo.
Award amount: $10,000
This project is to study
molecular mechanism involved
in the insulin secretioninhibitory activity of the insulin
mimetic compounds and
identifying the primary target
of the inhibition.

Ohio University
Innovation Seed
Fund

Project title: Establishment of
a Natural Product Research
Center and Commercialization
Platform
PI: Shiyong Wu; Co-PIs: Jeff
Wisemen, Brian Clark, Darlene
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Berryman, Robert Silva Jr.
Award amount: $50,000
This project is to establish an
internationally collaborative
center for facilitating natural
product research and
commercialization.

Ohio University
Innovation Seed
Fund

Ohio University
Research
Committee(OURC)
Award

Project title: Effects of GH
and a GHA on melanoma
growth in vitro and in vivo.
PI: Yanrong Qian
Award amount: $8,000
This project focuses on the study
the effect GH and GH antagonist
(GHA) in melanoma cells in
cultured cells and in mice.

Project title: Identification
and Development of Novel
Molecular Therapies for
Human Disease.
PI: Steve Bergmeier; Co-PIs:
Xiaozhuo Chen, Jennifer
Hines, Douglas Goetz, Frank
Schwartz, Monica Burdick,
Ronan Carroll, Erin Murphy,
Kelly McCall, Shiyong Wu,
Justin Holub, Stephen
Bergmeier, Jeff Wiseman;
Hao Chen, Sonia Najjar, John
Kopchick
Award amount: $50,000
This project is to build
foundations for collaborations
among members in the
drug discovery and drug
development group on
campus, setting the stage
for future therapeutic
development and external
grant submission.
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